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Let’s accept it. < RE—FERHB>

Homosexual. What comes to your mind when you hear this word? I'm sure you
thought many things, but probably nothing positive. Homosexuals are people who
are bullied, have difficulties getting jobs, and are anxious in their daily lives.
They face these challenges simply for being different.

Currently, about 3 to 10% of Japan’s population are homosexual. I found this
number difficult to believe because when I think back in my life, I have never
seen or met anyone like this. How can such a large percentage of our population
be homosexual and I’ve never noticed? Then I came to a realization. What if it's
not that homosexuals don’t exist, but actually they are too scared to express their
real personality in front of others? The truth is, every day there are people around
me and you who are hiding because they think they can’t talk to anyone. We have
friends and family members who push themselves into a corner in fear of being
discriminated against. In the worst cases, these people feel so alone that they
leave this world.

Homosexuality is not a bad thing. These people should not be blamed, but instead
our society.l want to live in a world where the people around me don’t have to
hide in fear. We are all human beings, so we should work together so this anxiety
can be resolved.

In our daily life, small acts of discrimination and teasing can greatly hurt the
feelings of homosexuals, transgenders and other minorities. While it might be
intended as a joke, it causes these people to stay in isolation. I want to bring
notice to this and for everyone to consider their feelings before making fun of
their sexuality.

These days many homosexuals and transgenders are coming out of the closet. I
think they are so brave. As a society, we should support them so others can follow
their lead. Everyone in the world has the right to live in peace.

Let’s accept it.
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